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MUELLER REPORT 


No conspiracy, 
but no exoneration 


Probe details Trump efforts to foil inquiry, oust special counsel 


Pablo Martinez Monsivais/The Associated Press 


A defiant President Donald Trump pronounced Thursday “a good day” and tweeted “Game Over” in a typeface mimicking the Game of Thrones 
logo. In late afternoon, he boarded Air Force One for the trip to his Mar-a-Lago private club for the holiday weekend, without further comment. 


INTHE KNOW 4 major takeaways 


TRUMP TRIED TO INFLUENCE THE 
RUSSIA PROBE: President Donald 
Trump ordered his White House 
counsel to try to have special 
counsel Robert Mueller removed. 
He directed his former campaign 
manager to deliver amessage to 
then-Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions to make a public 
statement calling the investigation 
“very unfair.” He also wanted 
Sessions to announce that Trump 
had done “nothing wrong” and to 
say that the investigation’s scope 
had been limited. But people 
around Trump either refused or 
quietly allowed the matters to drop. 


SPECIAL COUNSEL drops obstruc- 
tion dilemma on Congress. 10A 


EVIDENCE ON BOTH SIDES: 
Attorney General William Barr was 
generally right weeks ago when he 
released Mueller’s key findings. The 
special counsel did not finda 
criminal conspiracy between the 
Trump campaign and the Russian 
government to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election. But on the 
question of obstruction, Mueller 
said there was evidence on both 
sides of the question. “If we had 
confidence after a thorough 
investigation of the facts that the 
president clearly did not commit 
obstruction of justice, we would so 
state,” Mueller wrote. 


REPORT: Misinformation often came 
from White House, not media. 10A 


IS THE REPORT GOOD OR BAD FOR 
TRUMP? Trump’s legal team claimed 
“complete vindication” by the 
report, and Barr emphasized at his 
news conference that there was no 
evidence of collusion. But the report 
describes in detail a president 
driven to interfere in the probe out 
of fear that it would “call into 
question the legitimacy of his 
election” and his own uncertainty 
that his family or associates may 
have violated the law. Mueller wrote 
that on multiple occasions Trump 
did things that were “capable of 
exerting undue influence over law 
enforcement investigations.” 


FACT CHECK: Some claim vindica- 
tion, and that would be incorrect. 12A 


MUELLER FELT HE COULDN’T 
CHARGE TRUMP: Mueller says that 
he would have exonerated Trump 
if he could have, but he wasn’t able 
to given the evidence he 
uncovered. Still, Mueller said that 
the Justice Department’s opinion 
that a sitting president couldn’t be 
indicted meant he also couldn’t 
recommend Trump be criminally 
charged, even if he made the 
recommendation in secret. That’s 
because Trump could not defend 
himself during a public trial while in 
office. 


The Associated Press 


ANALYSIS: Trump pushed the limits 
of presidency. 13A 


D DALLAS NEWS .com 


It says he was largely 
thwarted by aides who 
refused to go along 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — Public at last, 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s re- 
port revealed to a waiting nation 
Thursday that President Donald 
Trump tried to seize control of the 
Russia probe and force Mueller’s re- 
moval to stop him from investigating 
potential obstruction of justice by the 
president. 

Trump was largely thwarted by 
those around him who refused to go 
along. 

Mueller laid out multiple episodes 
in which Trump directed others to in- 
fluence or curtail the Russia investiga- 
tion after the special counsel's ap- 
pointment in May 2017. Those efforts 
“were mostly unsuccessful, but that is 
largely because the persons who sur- 
rounded the President declined to car- 
ry out orders or accede to his requests,” 
Mueller wrote. 

After nearly two years, the two-vol- 
ume, 448-page redacted report made 
for riveting reading. 

In one particularly dramatic mo- 
ment, Mueller reported that Trump 
was so agitated at the special counsel's 
appointment on May 17, 2017, that he 
slumped back in his chair and de- 
clared: “Oh my God. This is terrible. 
This is the end of my presidency. I’m 
f---ed.” 

In June 2017, Mueller wrote, 
Trump directed White House counsel 
Don McGahn to call Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein, who over- 
saw the probe, and say that Mueller 
must be ousted because he had con- 
flicts of interest. McGahn refused, de- 
ciding he would sooner resign than 
trigger a potential constitutional cri- 
sis. 


See EFFORTS Page 12A 


10 INSTANCES Mueller weighed for 
possible obstruction. 13A 
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Short-circuit may 
have caused fire 


Investigators think an 
electrical short-circuit 
most likely caused the fire 
that gutted Notre Dame 
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for major TI plant 
Texas Instruments has 


conductor plant that is 


expected to create nearly 


500 jobs. 3B 


Richardson picked 


chosen Richardson as the 
site for a $3.1 billion semi- 


Easter fun 


Where to go for Easter 
brunch, bunny sightings 
and egg hunts. 


Election Day 
Local elections are May 4. 
Early voting is April 22-30. 


Genetic test could 
signal future obesity 
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Researchers say they 
have devised a genetic 
test that can identify 
newborns at risk of be- 
coming severely obese by 
middle age, possibly 
allowing interventions to 
avoid that fate. 2A 


Hazing allegations 
were kept quiet 


The Forney High School 
soccer coach who was 
arrested for not reporting 
hazing among his players 
knew about the allega- 
tions a year before school 
officials told law enforce- 
ment, records show. 1B 


DEVOTED TO DRAMA? 
GO PUBLIC. 


LES MISERABLES ON MASTERPIECE 
SUNDAYS AT 8 PM 


Compare candidates: 
voterguide. 
dallasnews.com 


LATE SCORES 

For results from last 
night’s games, go to 
sportsdaydfw.com/ 
scores. 


WEATHER 


Forecaster: 


Conditions called for huge 
hail, high winds, tornadoes — 
then the weather changed 


By JESUS JIMENEZ 
Staff Writer 
jesus.jimenez@dallasnews.com 


Hundreds of flights were canceled 
Wednesday evening, some schools 
closed early and weather-wary North 
Texans wrapped their vehicles in pool 
toys, cardboard boxes and even mulch 
bags. 


‘We blew iw 


Many people across Dallas-Fort 
Worth braced for a forecast calling for 
severe storms with the potential to pro- 
duce up to baseball-size hail, winds up 
to 70 mph and even some isolated tor- 
nadoes. 

But the panic was all for naught. 

“We blew it,’ tweeted Evan Andrews, 
meteorologist at KDFW-TV (Channel 
4), offering a tongue-in-cheek mea cul- 
pa for the lack of devastation. “And we 
do apologize.” 


See FORECAST Page 7A 


